Letter from Chris Vlachos 
to Legrand Richards 
11 Sept, 1978 



ThoughtsOnThingsAndStuff.com 




358 West 170 North 
Orem, Utah 84057 
11 September 1978 



Elder LeGrand Richards 
LDS Church Office Bldg. 

47 E. South Temple St. 

Salt Lake City, UT 84111 

Dear Elder Richards, 

I wanted to write and thank you for our visits of 
August 16th and a week or so ago. Wesley Walters and I ap- 
preciated your kindness in spending so much time with us, and 
for explaining your experiences with regard to the recent revel- 
ation authorizing you to give the LDS Priesthood to Negroes. 

Since I did not take any notes at our first meeting, I Wanted 
to write and verify a few important points which you made before 
I forget them. 

One of the most interesting items which you mentioned 
was that the whole situation was basically provoked by the 
Brazilian "temple — that is, the Mormon church has had great dif- 
ficulty obtaining Priesthood leadership among its South American 
membership; and now with this new temple, a large proportion of 
those who have contributed money and work to build it- would not 
be able to use it unless the Church changed its stand with regard 
to giving the Priesthood to Blacks. 

I believe that you also mentioned President Kimball as 
having called each of the Twelve Apostles individually into his 
office to hear their personal feelings with regard to this issue. 
While President Kimball was basically in favor of giving the Priest- 
hood to Blacks, didn't he ask each of you to prepare some refer- 
ences for and against the proposal as found in the scriptures? 

Another thing which stands out in my mind was the prayer 
that President Kimball offered in the special prayer circle with 
the Apostles and First Presidency on June 1st: Didn't you say he 
prayed essentially that God would give you all the inspiration 
necessary to do what was pleasing to the Lord and what was best 
for the blessing of His children? 
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In addition to these details, I have tried to sequenti al ize 
what you told us about the revelation. The Twelve and First Presi- 
dency had a special prayer circle in the Salt Lake Temple on June 
1st, where President Kimball prayed for guidance and inspiration 
in regard to Negroes. Then, one week later on June 8th, you all 
met again and the First Presidency presented the letter released 
on June 9th to all Church leaders to the Twelve in order to hear 
their reactions. A few members of the Twelve offered suggestions 
for a few changes in the document. Afterwards, all twelve Apostles 
voted in favor of the announcement. When we asked you if there 
was a written revelation, you said that the only written document 
was the June 9th letter — that it was considered to be sufficient. 
The next morning, all other general authorities met and voted in 
favor of the announcement. Then it was released to the press. 

I feel fairly certain as to the accuracy of these events, but just 
wanted to double-verify it with you. 

I recall Wesley asking if the Mormons still believe that 
Negroes were less valient in the pre-mortal existence-- this being 
a reason for their black skin. Didn't you say that the Brethren 
decided that the real reasons are still unknown? I do remember 
you saying that the Book of Abraham curse doctrine was considered 
with the pros and cons, and that you all decided that if Negroes 
live good lives, they are entitled to their blessings. I assume 
that this means no new interpretation of the Book of Abraham 
account? 



When we talked about intermarriage, I got the feeling 
that the Mormon Church will not encourage them, but if they occur, 
the Church will support them. Is my perception accurate? 



I guess that's about it. We did talk about other things, 
but these stick out more in my mind as the important parts. When 
you reply, please let me know if this accurately represents what 
you told Wesley and I . I really appreciate your personal concern 
in answering all our questions. 



Very truly yours, 



Chris Vlachos 
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The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

The Council of the Twelve 

47 fast South Temple Street, Salt Lake City. Utah 84150 
September 12, 1978 



Chris Vlachos 
358 West 170 North 
Orem, Utah 84057 

Dear Friend: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of September 11th 
and I don't quite understand the purpose of your letter. The 
explanations I gave to you when you were here in my office I did not 
intend for public use. I thought it would be for your own information. 
I don't think there is anything more I need to add to what I told you 
at that time. 

It wouldn't please me if you were using the information I gave 
you when you were here in my office for public purposes. I gave it to 
you for your own information, and that is where I would like to see it 
remain . 

With all good wishes, I remain, 




LR :mb 
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358 West 170 North 
Orem, Utah 84057 
15 September 1978 



Elder LeGrand Richards 
LDS Church Office Bids. 

17 E. South Temple St. 

Salt Lake City, UT 8411] 

Dear Elder Richards, 

Thank you for your reply of 12 September. 1 am writing you 
again because your response le.ft me very puzzled. After you told 
Wesley Walters and I the incidents surrounding the recent Negro 
revelation, we asked you if we could quote what you had said, and 
you said something to the effect that "Yes, you can quote me, for 
I have told you exactly what happened." Having been given that 
permission, I have told many people since our conversation of your 
personal story. Now you say that it was not intended for public 
transmission. Of course, I have no intention of publishing any of 
those events, but having received permission to share the story, I 
am writing you again to verify the main points. I will continue to 
share what you told us, and only wish to be sure that what I say is 
correctly representing what you said. 

The basic points of the story as I remember them are: 

1. That the whole situation was provoked by the Brazilian 
temple all air. Apparently, most of the South American 
members would not have been able to use the temple due 
to their Negro ancestry. 

2. President Kimball personally interviewed each of the 
Twelve Apostles on the Negro question, and asked you 
all to prepare references for and against giving Blacks 
the Priesthood. 

3. President Kimball's prayer offered at the June 1st prayer 
circle was that God would inspire you all to do what was 
pleasing to Him and what would be best for His children. 

4. The letter sent to all Church officials was first presented 
to the Twelve Apostles by the First Presidency, and voted 
upon (affirmatively). This occured one week after Presi- 
dent Kimball's prayer for guidance. 
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5. The official letter mentioned in point #4 was the only 
written document involved in the policy change. No written 
revelation or account of inspiration was otherwise produced. 

6. No new interpretation of the Book of Abraham "curse" upon 
the descendants of Cain will be offered by the Mormon Church. 
You said that we still do not know why Blacks were cursed, 
and that the lack of valiency in the pre-mortal existence is 
not a doctrine. The general feeling of the Brethren is that 
if Negroes live righteous lives, they are entitled to the 
same blessings as other members of the Church. 

7. With reference to intermarriage, the Church does not encourage 
them, but if they occur, the Church will support them and 
allow temple sealings to take place. 

As*I mentioned in the first paragraph, you originally told 
us that we could quote you as having related these facts. This we 
will continue to do, but I truly wish to have your verification of 
the above seven points so that we do not mis-quote you. 

Thank you once again for your personal concern with this 

matter. 



Sincerely yours, 






Chris Vlachos 
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The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

The Council of the Twelve 

47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City Utah 84150 
September 19, 1978 



Chris Vlachos 
358 West 170 North 
Orem, Utah 84057 

Dear Hr. Vlachos: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of September 

15 th. 



0 

The reason I replied to your last letter as I did was because 
some time ago I received a letter from someone down in your area, 
complaining about what you were saying. I don’t remember just who 
the letter was from but I didn’t feel that my interview with you was 
something that you would want to be publicizing all over. I don’t 
have any objections to your telling it to a friend, as you have stated 
in your letter now of the 15 thy I see nothing wrong in your statements 
reviewing our interview. 



I send my best regards. 



Sincerely yours , 




LR:mb 




